
IWR Crisis Fund Appeal Renewed to Help
Grieving Family Secure Justice

Photo by tabitha turner on Unsplash

Ithaca Welcomes Refugees is launching an appeal for donations to help a
refugee family seek justice for their father and husband, who was killed in a
traffic accident last year.

In July 2023, we created a Crisis Fund to help people served by IWR in times of
exceptional need, following the tragic passing of a man from Afghanistan,
whom we had helped to resettle locally with his wife and four school-aged
children just weeks earlier. The family was left without an income, but thanks to
generous donations from community members, we have been able to
support them with critical expenses. 
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Unfortunately, no resolution has come of an official investigation into the
accident that led to this family's loss. They now seek to pursue a civil case
against the driver of the vehicle involved, helped by a local lawyer who is
working with them pro bono. IWR aims to raise $5,000 to cover the legal
costs of proceeding with the case. Can you help? You can read the full story on
the IWR website and donate on the appeal page or send a check to Ithaca
Welcomes Refugees at 315 N. Cayuga St., Ithaca, N.Y., 14850, noting ‘Crisis
Fund’ in the memo.

Thank You, Global Roots Supporters!

Last week we concluded our Back to School fundraising campaign for Global
Roots Play School. We are immensely grateful to all the people who have
helped make the campaign a resounding success! Thank you to our fundraisers
for their efforts, to all those who helped spread the word, and of course to
everyone who donated. Together, we raised a total of $6,998! These funds will
be spent on tuition scholarships for refugee children aged 18 months to 5 years
to attend Global Roots at low or no cost. As the new school year takes off, we
are thrilled to be welcoming new arrivals into this nurturing community!

Volunteer Opportunities

IWR is holding a New Volunteer Orientation Session on Sunday, October 20,
from 2:30 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. Join us to learn more about IWR and the various
volunteer roles we are seeking to fill. The orientation session will be held in
Dodds Hall at First Presbyterian Church (315 N. Cayuga Street). Enter the
church through the side entrance, facing Buffalo Street and Dewitt Park, then
go down the stairs. Dodds Hall will be on your right. 

Please RSVP to Programs Coordinator Leigh Bacher
at leighb@ithacawelcomesrefugees.org by October 14. 

Current Needs

This month we welcome a family of 4 who recently arrived from Nicaragua. We
are looking for furniture and household items to help equip their home.
Please visit this form to browse the needs list and use the form to respond if
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you have something to donate.

We are still interested in receiving donations of laptops. We also request
donations of gently used children's clothing and baby items to Mama Goose,
where store credit can be added to IWR's account for refugees to use. For
details, see Current Needs on the IWR website. 

Please direct all queries about donations to Leigh Bacher, IWR Programs
Coordinator, at leighb@ithacawelcomesrefugees.org.

Handcrafted Pottery Sale to Benefit IWR
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Support Refugees by Donating Jewelry for
Fall Fundraiser 
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Two IWR supporters are organizing a Fall jewelry sale to benefit Ithaca
Welcomes Refugees. The sale will take place on Saturday November 30 from
10 a.m.–4 p.m. in the community room at the First Baptist Church of Ithaca.
Jewelry donations are now being collected for the sale. If you have gently used
jewelry to give, see more information here and contact Yvonne Fogarty at 607
592-2799 or Debbie Benzer at 607 279-7174.

Ithaca Prepares to Celebrate Latin American
Heritage Month

Latino Civic Association of Tompkins County is once again celebrating Hispanic
Heritage Month with a series of exciting events right here in Ithaca. Check out
their lineup of movie showings and engaging community events that are family-
friendly and open to all ages. For tickets and information about the events, go
to lcatompkins.org / @lcatompkins
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